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AND THEY KNEW ALL. INFINITY AND 
NOTHINGNESS BECAME INTERMINGLED. 
THEY SAW HUMANITY--FROM THE C/M= 
MERIAN DARKNESS TO THE UNBEGOTTEN 
CHILDREN OF THE FUTURE. MAN WAS AT 
LAST ONE WITH THE UNIVERSE! 


aml 


- OURE MAD, LAWSON! 
LOOK AT THEIR FACES! 

HOW MUCH MORE Do 
YOU THINK THEY CAN 
TAKE? YOU CAN'T 


SHAVE TO INCREASE 
THE POWER OF THE 
PSYCHOCATALYSTS! 


115 FAR MORE THAN A DREAM, 
STANLEY. WE'VE PROBED THE HUMAN 
MIND MORE DEEPLY THAN ANY BE- 
FORE US. FREUD EXPLAINED THE 
CONSCIOUS AND UNCONSCIOUS— 
WE'VE GONE BEYOND THAT, WE VE 
PROVED THAT MAN HAS AN INHERENT 
HYPER-CONSCIOUS LEVEL- THE 
ULTIMATE POTENTIAL FOR KNOW- 
LEDGE IN THE MIND OF EVERY 
LIVING CREATURE. 


BUT IT’S TOO DANGEROUS! EVEN 
IF SUCH WISDOM COULD BE AT> 
TAINED, WE HAVE NO GUARANTEE 
THEIR MINOS COULD WITHSTAND IT- 


THATS A RISK WE'LL HAVE TO TAKE. 
THESE MEN WERE CAREFULLY SELECTED 
AND TRAINED TO DEVELOP THEIR EXTRA- 


SENSORY POWERS. \F CONSCIOLSGNESS 
TRANCENSION 15 TRULY POSSIBLE, WE Aq 


SHALL FIND NO BETTER GUINEA PiIGs 
THAN WE HAVE HERE! 


7A v aK 
TVINEA PIGS, INDEED, AS THE DISCORPORATE 
IMT) BEINGS OF FOUR MORTALS WANDER 
THROUGH THE HORIZONS OF A COSMIC SPHERE 
ETERNITIES BEYOND THAT OF MAN'S PRIMITIVE 
COMPREHENSION, AND THEY SAW AND LEARNED- 
THE MYSTERIES OF EXISTANCE REDUCED TO 
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THE ALARM! LOOKS 


THE INDICATOR WAS 
PASSED THE DANGER 
LEVEL' UNLESS WE 
REACH THE GENERATOR & 
QUICKLY, THE 
BUILDING WIL...) 


INE 
VWEAANE 


MINDLESS OF THE FEARS E DREAMS OF THOSE INSIDE , THE BUILDING HEAVES MIGHTILY, SHEDS 11S 
COCOON OF GLASS € CONCRETE, AND DIES! 
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AND THEY COME-- TO CLEAR AWAY THE RUBBLE AND TO COUNT THE DEAD. 
SOMEDAY THE FALLEN TOWERS MAY BE REBUILT, BUT 
FOR THOSE TRAPPED INSIDE . THERE 19 
ONLY AN ETERNITY OF a 
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NIGHT. 


FOUR FIGURES RISE OUT OF THE ASHES, 
LIKE THE LEGENDARY PHOENIX! FOUR 
FIGURES WHO HAVE JOURNEYED TO 
THE ENDS OF THE UNIVERSE AND BEYOND... 

RETURN TO LIFE ON A MISSION THAT 


YET THE NIGHT 
WILL AFFECT THE BALANCE OF THE COSMOS! 


CLOAKS INNUMERABLE 
MYSTERIES. 
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ART: WALT SIMONSON 


RIPT: GERRY BOU 
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iOLENCE 
HAS BECOME 
SO MUCHA 
PART OF THE 
AMERICAN 
SYSTEM THAT 
FEW GIVE 
MORE THAN 
PASSING NO> 
TICE TO THE 
HEADLINE 
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One SUCH INDIVIDUAL 15 
NORMAN MADISON, PhD, EMPLOYED 
AY GOVERNMENT TECHNOLOGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS, INC, NOW WHY DOES 
THE KIDNAPPING OF A COLLEAGUE HOLD \ (y. 
SUCH TERROR FOR OUR DIFFIDENT DOCTOR? \ 


YOUR THEORIES ARE 
FINE ON PAPER BUT 
IN PRACTICE, THEY 


OUR ANSWER LIES 
SOME THREE YEARS 
IN THE PAS'TT..... 


LOOK LAWSON, TAYLORE 
| HAVE BEEN WORKING 
OURSELVES INTO THE 
GROUND FOR MONTHS 
NOW. ITS >= 
HOPE- 


MY EXPERIMENTS WOULD SUCCED 
IF ONLY | HAD COMPETENT MEN 
WORKING WITH ME!... YOU CALL 
YOURSELVES SCIENTISTS! BAP{! 


VERY WELL! IF YOU CHOOSE TO 
ABANDON ME, | SHALL CON> 
TINUE MY WORK WITHOUT YOU! 


THEY1L REGRET RUNNING OUT ON 
SIMON T LAWSON! THEY1L 
SOON LEAKN /M NOT THE 
CRACKPOT THEY TAKE 
ME 70 BE! 


CONSCIOUSNESS TRANSCENCION 
IS A TRUE POSSIBILITY. THE 
HINDUS SAW THIS CENTURIES AGO 
BUT | KNOW THE SAME GOAL CAN 
BE ACHIEVED ELECTRONICALLN> IF 
ONLY THEY WOULD GIVE ME A 
CHANCES 
MAN COULD AT LAST BECOME 

A RACE OF SUPERIOR BEINGS 
AS MEN HAVE DREAMED. ~~ MAN 

WOULD BECOME 


LAWSON WAS MAD, BUT COULD 
HE HAVE BEEN RIGHT? HIS 
NOTES AND EVERYTHING WERE 
DESTROYED JIN THE EXPLOSION. 
ke) 50 | GUESS WE'LL NEVER KNO 


STRANGE THOUGH. THE 
w!, BODIES OF THOSE FOUR 
MEN WERE NEVER 
FOUND 


AND NOW, ONLY THREE 
DAYS LATER, TAYLOR DISAPPEARS: 
THERE MUST BE SOME CONNECTION! 


AND NOW, THE 464,000 


( 
| QUESTION> WHAT DOFS ALL 
y/| \ 3  ) THIS HAVE TO DO WITH ME? 


As NOKMAN MAD/S0N CONTEMPLATES i 
A MOST UNCERTAIN FUTURE, LET US Fe 
VENTURE TO A TENANTLESS CAB/N IN i, 
THE RUGGED NORTHWEST MOUNTAINS ri 
WHERE FOUR MEN MEET SECRETLY, “So 
AIKEWISE PONDERING THEIR DESTIN? ") 
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IT'S PERFECT ~ REMIND 
ME TO THANK THE 
OWNER IF WE 
SHOULD EVEK MEET 
HIM. 


IF WE SHOULD EVER 
MEET HIM, HE'D PROB> 
ABLY HAVE US JAILEP 
AS TRESPASSERS/ 
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I'VE GOT NEWS FOR YOU, MR. 
TANNER. YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGH- 
BORHOOP BLUECOATS WOULD LIKE 
TO SEE US ABOUT A MATTER 
OTHER THAN TRESPASSING! 


SUCH AS: HOW DIO WEF SURVIVE 
THAT EXPLOS/ON IN LAWS3ONS3 
LABORATORY 


THE ANSWER IS 
QUITE SIMPLE, 
ANTON. WE ARE 
NOT ALIVE. NOT 
INA NORMAL 


WAY... | UNDER TRYIN’ TO TELL US - 
LAWSON'S PSYCHO-| | HAVE WE TURNED 
CATALYSTS, WE ALL | | INTO THE FANTASTIC 
WITNESSED THE SAME] | FOUR OR SOMETHING? 
HALLUCINATIONS, 

AGREED? 
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You’RE CLOSE TO 
THE TRUTH, ANTON, 
WE ARE MORTALS NO 
LONGER, | SUBMIT 
TO YOU MEN THAT WE 
HAVE BECOME SOMETHING 

FAR BEYOND ~ WE 

ARE TRULY... 


EARTH, AIR, 
FIRE ¢ WATERS 


LISTEN APE...OPEN 
WE ALL SAW OUR-~ THAT MOUTH OF 
CAN IT, CLOWN! SELVES FUSED YOURS ONCE MORE 
LETS HEAR WHAT TO JHE POWERS AND \'‘M GONNA 
MATTHEW HAS OF THE UNIVERSE: STUFF IT wiTH 
TO SAY. rar F IRE, GOOSE FEATHERS! 


“Xhen befere’ the incredulous eyes of Ais companions, thie tan known 
as Mattfiew Stone urudergoes an incredible’ transformation! 


LET ME GIVE YOU \\W) ALL IT TAKES 
A PRACTICAL ... 1S... INTENSE. AND LOOK, 1|’vE 
DEMONSTRATION! \\ CONVERTED MY 
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AND NOW... BY... 
-- THE,.. SAME... 
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URS LONG ENOUGH 
TO CONCENTRATE! 


THE ULTIMATE 


& 1 AML 
y ct ‘ee POWERS OF THE 
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‘ MY GOD, HES 
BECOME SOME 
KIND OF on 
VEER ° 


THE 
FOUR ELEMENTS! 


y ( EARTH, ANTON, 
AS TOUGH AS 
ROCK! AT LAST, 
A p11 TO 
MATCH THE MIND! 


WHAT ABOUT 
YOU, MARK? 


— 


Four men.,..subject tu a strange & daring experiment, find 
they are now something far more than human. They seek rliow 
to comprehend & define their newly acquired Powers... Powers 
on which their verg lives Willsoon depend for thesefour men 
are about toembarkon a strange quest,,.Q@ mission of supreme 
immportance...a mission that inay well determine the fate of a 


UNIVERSE! 
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Aond thus they were 
bor... the Names 


Bel | 


rulerof ell earth | | lord 2 tan 
Liuetfer 


Leviathan 


tnaster of the air Gragon of the sea 


MEANWHILE, /N WASH 
INGTON DC, OUR AFORE> 
MENTIONED DR. MADISON 
13 IN CONFERENCE WITH 
SENATOR RALPH LORD, 
WHO JUST HAPPENS TO 
BE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
COMMITTEE! 


YOU SEEM TO THINK THE 
KIDNAPPING OF GARRETT 
TAYLOR IS MORE THAN 
JUST AN ACT OF 
POLITICAL TERRORISM? 


THE BODIES OF 
THOSE VICTIMS’ 
Must, BE FOUND, 


AT ONCE/ 


CAS IF THE SITUATION WERE 

NOT SUFFICIENTLY CONFUSING 
ALREADY, WE TAKE YOU NOW To 
A SMALL SUNLESS ISLAND ALMOST 
INFINITESIMAL AMID THE VAST 
EXPANSE OF THE PACIFIC WHERE 
STANDSA COLD GLITTERING 
MEGALITH, CASTING HELL ISH 
SHADOWS Anos THE NiaH 

SKY. 


1p 


if 


| 


IT ISHERE IN 
THE MURKY 
DUNGEON OF 
THIS NIGHT 
MARE CASTLE 
WE FIND THE 
CAPTIVE, DR 
TAYLOR. 


GOOD EVENING, DR. TAYLOR. | You'LL FIND 
HOPE YOURE ENJOYING YOUR OUT BEFOE 
STAY IN THE MASTERS CASTLE. LONG, | OARE 
ARE THE ACCOMODATIONS TO SAY. THE 
YOUR LIKING? HA HAHA! MASTER HAS 
| ORDERED 
ME TO UN- 
SHACKLE 


COME, FOLLOW ME. 
THE MASTER AWAITS 
YOUR PRESENCE IN 


HIS CHAMBER. 


i. 


it THROUGH COIL- 
ING 


ON ONE MYSTERY~ THE 
IDENTITY OF HIS 


APTOR! 


~A MYSTERY HE HAS NOT 


oa f/f \ . 
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AHH, MY HONORED 
GUEST HAS ARRIVED. 
OOD EVENING, MY 
FAR DOCTOR. WEL- 
COME TO MY HUMBLE 
CASTLE ee 
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HE CALLED THIS PRIME 


WHO ARE YOU ?/ ELEMENT ALACHEST/ 
AND HE WAS RIGHT! 


1SEE PATIENCE ISN'T 
FOREMOST AMONG YOUR 
S VIRTUES, DR. TAYLOR. 


SOME CENTURIES AGO, THERE 
WAS A SWISS ALCHEMIST 
NAMED PARACELSUS... HE 
WAS MOST UNIQUE AMONG 
HIS CONTEMPORARIES 
FOR HE RECOGNIZED THAT 
THERE ARE NO7 ONLY 
FOUR ELEMENTS =p ) epee 
STONE OF THE Wes pig oe 
UNIVERSE! (>a / ge lente: 

! : : Jf, BLL THIS HAVE 
HE POSTU- : 

! | To DO WITH 
CATED THE 2 , pha 
YOU? IT’S QUITE 
EXISTENCE ! | SIMPLE, DR. TAYLOR. YOU 
elas | ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE EXPERI- 
UNDISCO MENTS OF DR. SIMON LAWSON, 
ERED ARE YOU NOT? \'M AFRAID YOU KNOW 
eee TOO MUCH, IN HIS ATTEMPTS TO REACH 
| CONSCIOUSNESS TRANSCENSION, HE TOUCHED 


WHICH 
EARTH, AIR, : THE CORNERSTONE WITHOUT KNOWING IT! 


FIRE @7 
WATER 

ARE MERELY 
DERIVATIVES. 


LAWSON WAS MAD H\5 
WAS THE WORK OF A FOOL! 


FOOLS you ARE THE 
FOOL, TAYLOR! LAWSON'S 
EXPERIMENTS SUCCEEDED! 


I KNOW ITS 
WHAT DO YOU MEAN? 


SIMPLY THAT THOSE FOUR MEN 
WHO VANISHED IN THAT EXPLO- 
SION STILL LIVE. AND THEY HAVE 
POWER ENOUGH TO SHATTER A 
PLANET! FOR THAT REASON, 
THEY MUST BE DESTROYED AS 
ONLY | HAVE THE POWER TO 
DESTROY THEM! 
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( TOBE CONTINUED ) 
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BUT, EVEN AS THE. CONJURER 
SPOKE, AN UNHOLY EVENT WAS 
COMING TO PASS... 
AT THE EDGE OF NOWHERE 
LAY THE “ISLE OF EVIL AND 


ON THIS ISLAND, THERE WAS 
THE SEED ~ GUARDED ETE mo) UN GROUND 
NALLY BY THE FOUR 


SISTERS OF SATAN.. 


ie THE 

_ SATANSPAWN/ 
a f “ 

L oe x 
ey e~ 


BUF PHE- EYES OF 
THE PROTECTOR 

DL ptgZARE WATCHING 
SPHERE TO 


(Ss 
c SM IMV ELK DUT ITS 
we | ONE -/AND ONL 


nd 


mest 


wm “BEGONE-AND BE 
| DONE WITH YOUR 
| | ASK- WHILE THERE 
A 1S YE) eee 


a 
) emmy BREACHES THE VoID To 


4 TRACK ITS QUARRY. 
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TURNING, HE SEES 
PVE IM 17; 


HIS MOMENT OF FEAR PASSESs.Z. 
HI5 15 THE POWER... 


THE FIERY FURY... 
OF HELL ITSELF! 


YNABLE TO DESTROY IT WITH 
FIRE, HE FLEES..INTO 
THE EARTH... 
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HE UNLEASHES AN ATTACK D0 
OF INCALCULABLE FORCE 
UPON THE DEATH SPHERE ! 
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Seript Rickey L . 


SHANKLIN 


AND WHAT, SIR, 
MAKES You THINK You 
CAN LET ME 

Sea WEAVEN ? 


THIS, MY MAN, THIS... 
THE FINEST actd * 
THIS Side ‘U CHICAGO... 


HEY , MAN, 
WANNA SEE 


Y AFRAID You Have 
YouR Places 
MIXED ve!ll 


